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Nº1 CHOICE FOR 
DEFENCE 

GET ON THE STARTLINE 
TO A PERFECT FINISH

ANSWERING THE CALL 
FOR APPRENTICE 
TRAINING IN 
CANBERRA

When it comes to selecting consumable 
products, such as abrasives, masking 
tapes, spray overalls, etc. trust plays a 
big part. Although most people are cost 
conscious, they are also happy to pay a 
reasonable price for quality products to 
get the job done with no-fuss efficiency. 
However, finding trusted products can 
involve frustrating trial and error and 
avoiding this was the catalyst for the 
creation of the Startline brand back at the 
start of 2014. It was all about providing 
peace-of-mind that, when you see that 
distinctive purple packaging, you know 
it comes with the promise of excellent 
performance at a cost-effective price.
Utilising PPG’s world-wide network 
of contacts, the Startline team has 
searched the globe to find dependable 
products. However, that’s just the first 
step. Before joining the Startline range, 
each potential product goes through 
an extensive development and testing 
program to ensure it delivers on the 
promise. A great example, is the Startline 
TOPAZ range of abrasive which is one of 
the mainstays of the brand. It includes 
discs in a wide range of grits, as well 
as rolls, sheets and scourers. The trust 
customers have in Topaz is evident 
in its long-standing popularity – over 
one million Topaz discs were sold in 
the first 12 months and it continues to 
set sales records. This scenario has 
been repeated across a variety of 

consumables categories, from masking 
tape and tack clothes to body fillers, 
where Startline has given customers 
products they can rely on. Nowadays, 
there is also a range of Startline safety 
gear, including nitrile disposable gloves, 
safety glasses and spray overall that 
provide a no compromise solution for all 
important Personal Protective Equipment 
(PPE). Startline has even moved into tools 
with the hardwearing 150mm Pneumatic 
Orbital Sander which is a perfect partner 
to use with Topaz abrasive discs.
Whether you are running a business 
or doing some DIY, you cannot afford 
to be mucked around. You want to 
choose product with the confidence of 
knowing they are tried and tested and 
you can trust them to get the job done. 
The solution is simple – just look for the 
purple branding!
For details on the latest product 
releases and up-to-date brand news 
or to find your nearest distributor, 
check out the Startline website at:  
www.startlineproducts.com.au

Have you made the switch 
to the purple brand yet? With 
dependable performance at a 
value for money price, Startline 
has become the trusted choice 
for consumables.

The defence forces throw up some 
of the most challenging coatings 
applications on earth but this is where 
Commercial Performance Coatings 
products thrive. Recently, Adelaide 
played host to ‘Land Forces 2018’ which 
was all about showcasing equipment, 
technology and services for the armies 
of Australia and the Indo-Asia-Pacific 
region, and Commercial Performance 
Coatings was front and centre. 
Throughout the three-day event, the 
expert team at the onsite stand were 
kept very busy as attendees dropped  
in to chat about the specialised  
product range.
Visitors learned that, like the rest 
of the Commercial Performance 
Coatings range, the Australian Defence 
Force (ADF) approved products were 

developed using local expertise 
combined with the latest global coatings 
technologies. As a result, this APAS 
approved range is perfectly adapted 
to deliver the outstanding durability 
and optimised corrosion protection 
necessary to handle the harshest 
conditions. This has helped the locally 
developed and manufactured range 
establish a proven long-term record for 
supporting a wide range of ADF projects, 
including for the Bushmaster and Hawkei 
vehicles which are being produced by 
Thales in Bendigo, Victoria. And, just like 
regular customers across the region, 
there is the support of an expert team 
providing services such as application 
training and on-site assistance. No 
wonder Commercial Performance 
Coatings is number one for defence!

Providing the next generation of young 
painters with the skills needed for a long 
and successful career is crucial and 
the Commercial Performance Coatings 
team is playing its part. 
PPG has been a long-time supporter 
of the TAFE network so when Canberra 
TAFE recently requested some help, 
team members swung into action, says 
Laurie Allen, Commercial Performance 
Coatings Team Leader Vic / Tas.
“Staff from Canberra TAFE contacted 
Cade Webb (Territory Manager, Northern 
Vic, Southern NSW and ACT) and asked if 
we would come and work with their spray 
painting apprentices. After preparing 

a complete two day training schedule, 
Cade drove across from his base in 
Albury and I drove from Melbourne. 
We brought all our equipment with us, 
including things like pressure pots and 
different nozzle setups, so they could 
get the full experience. Over the two 
days we took them step-by-step through 
virtually the whole of the Commercial 
Performance Coatings range – primers, 
enamels, 1K and 2K DTM products, 
2K topcoats, etc. – and how to get the 
best out of each product. At the same 
time, we took them through different 
application setups and got them really 
thinking about what the gun was doing.”
“The apprentices need to have a 
reasonable understanding of industrial 
type paint product as part of their overall 

spray painting course but most had 
not been exposed to the Commercial 
Performance Coatings range before. 
They came away very impressed with 
how easy they are to use and the results 
they got – even the TAFE teachers said 
they came away seriously impressed. 
Canberra TAFE has now asked for us to 
continue delivering this type of training 
program on at least an annual basis 
and possibly every six months and the 
Commercial Performance Coatings 
team is more than happy to help support 
our future painters.”

®
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Finch Engineering – the farmer’s preferred

You have to ask why farmers across the 
length and breadth of Australia choose to 
purchase their grain handling equipment 
from a tiny town around three hours west 
of Brisbane. Kaimkillenbun just happens 
to be the home of Finch Engineering, a 
small company that has carved a very 
big reputation, explains National Sales 
Manager, Brett Edwards.
“We basically build everything to handle 
grain, from when it comes off the 
paddock with the harvester, through 
to when it goes into the silo. When 
people buy a Finch Engineering product 
they are not just buying a piece of 
equipment they need to do their job – 
it’s an investment. We build quality and 
reliability into every product – they really 
are built to last. In fact, grain handling 
bin ‘number one’, which we built back in 
the early ‘80s, is still operational in the 
field today! It’s why we are the ‘Australian 
farmer’s preferred bin’. Although they 
may choose a cheaper bin or one from a 
closer supplier or one who can deliver it 
sooner, when it all boils down, we believe 
most farmers would prefer to own a 
Finch bin.”

Founder, Des Finch, is the son of a grain 
farmer and was born with a creative 
mind. At the tender age of 13, Des and 
his brother built their father a 15-ton bin 
to help with the grain harvest. Later, 
Des and his wife Keran, bought a block 
of land in Kaimkillenbun where Des 
spent two years building an engineering 
workshop. When he struck a deal with a 
relative to lay a concrete workshop floor 
in exchange for building them a ‘chaser 
bin’, things really took off. The design 
worked so well that word quickly spread 
and orders flowed in. Des eventually 
handed over the reins to his son, Leroy, in 
2007 so the company remains a family 
owned and run business.
Today, Finch’s product portfolio includes 
virtually everything you can think of in 
terms of grain handling, from massive 
mobile field storage bins to grain 
augers, and customisation is a specialty. 
The latest in state-of-the-art 3D CAD 
programs means all the products 
undergo stress and performance testing 
before being built. On the production 
floor it’s all about smooth flowing 
efficiency. A chaser bin takes about 
300 hours in labour but, with different 
groups within the team building different 
components at the same time, it can 

come together in just two or three days 
before going to the paint shop. With 
customers often spending $100,000 
or more, outstanding appearance is 
as important as precision engineering 
which prompted the company to switch 
paint suppliers around four years ago, 
says Brett.
“We were already dealing with Sedl 
Agencies in Toowoomba and we 
got talking to them about paint. 
They distribute PPG’s Commercial 
Performance Coatings range so we did 
some trials and were very happy with the 
outcome. The feedback we have had 
since from customers is phenomenal. 
As National Sales Manager, the paint 
process is crucial because it’s what 
people see first and they expect a 
perfect finish. In reality, most farmers 
really look after their Finch bins – they 
always store them in a shed and 
some even polish them so they are in 
immaculate condition. Most people have 
heard of PPG and it’s great to deal with a 
premium company and have premium 
products. Not only that, we also get 
fantastic support in terms of training and 
anything else we need.”
Like virtually everyone in the agricultural 
sector, Finch Engineering is feeling the 
pain of the current drought which is 
impacting many parts of Australia. 

“This drought has had a massive effect 
– our production would be down by at 
least 50% on this time last year. Having 
said that, we have been able to build 
for stock so that when the widespread 
soaking rains arrive we will be able to 
quickly supply units.”
“As far as the business is concerned, 
we see ourselves doing what we are 
doing for a long time to come. Farming 
practices are changing all the time and 
we have been following the farmer’s 
lead. For example, we launched a new 
series of bins a couple of years back 
which are built stronger and include 
intelligent updates that make them a 
lot more adaptable and versatile. It’s 
great to be able to do this with PPG 
onboard. Whether it’s at a field day, 
on the phone or face to face with a 
farmer, the Commercial Performance 
Coatings finish is a massive part of 
my sales spiel. Finch Engineering is 
not interested in sales leadership in 
Australia – we would rather be the 
Australian farmer’s preferred choice!”

You must be doing a lot right if your very first product, built over 
30 years ago, is still in operation. For Finch Engineering, it’s 
testament to the uncompromising quality that lives on today.
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WELCOME TO OUR 
HOUSE

BREATHE EASY WITH COMFORT  
AND PROTECTION

When you are looking for a solution to 
a particular coatings application, what 
you really need is a one-stop shop. A 
place where you not only get access 
to the latest coatings technologies 
but also everything else, including the 
all-important expertise and advice 
you need to get the job done quickly, 
effectively and with an excellent result – 
this is exactly what the Paint Powerhouse 
network was created for.
What we are talking about is dedicated 
stores that are conveniently located 
around Australia and are owned by PPG. 
Where a typical paint distributor has 
many different brands, we concentrate 
on just one – PPG! This means Paint 
Powerhouse stores are in the best 
position to give you the specialised 
advice on our wide range of product 
technologies. Under the one roof you 
can find a full spectrum of coatings 
solutions to meet virtually any budget 
or application requirement. Indeed, 
every Paint Powerhouse branch stocks 
automotive refinish products from the 
tried and trusted PROTEC® range, as 
well as PPG Commercial Performance 
Coatings aimed at the industrial sector, 

while virtually all carry PPG Protective & 
Marine Coatings which are formulated 
to protect assets in some of the most 
challenging industries and environments 
on the planet. What’s more, you will also 
find the no compromise STARTLINE 
range of consumables that deliver 
excellent performance at a cost  
effective price.
No matter what you are after, there 
are friendly, knowledgeable Paint 
Powerhouse staff on hand who will be 
happy to guide you through the options 
and help you choose the very best 
solution to suit your needs. Indeed, 
specialist advice is available simply by 
ringing 1300 305 699 or, if you prefer, 
you can drop into a store and talk to 
someone face-to-face about the finer 
details of your project.  
Details on the entire Paint Powerhouse 
network can be found by visiting  
www.paintpowerhouse.com.au. There are 
store addresses, opening hours and a list 
of which PPG technologies they stock, 
as well as links to all the individual brand 
websites where you can access more 
detailed information. Drop in and visit 
the home of PPG at your nearest Paint 
Powerhouse store – you will be welcome!

With stores spread across Australia, the Paint Powerhouse 
network provides a direct link into everything you need to take 
advantage of PPG coatings technology and expertise.

When spraying paint products, the 
most effective protection is a good 
quality spray hood but spray equipment 
specialist, SATA, has taken it one step 
further with the SATA air vision 5000 
air-fed spray hood. Designed and 
manufactured in Germany, this new 
breathing protection system consists of 
the hood and a versatile belt unit that are 
designed to deliver comfort, convenience 
and protection in equal measures. 
Comfort – Made with comfort-oriented 
materials, the clever design features 
an easy to adjust system that can be 
finetuned to fit any head shape and a 
breathing air stream which is softly and 
quietly distributed inside the hood. The 
wearer also enjoys a wide field of vision 

Combining comfort and effective protection, the new  
SATA® air vision™ 5000 is the spray hood you will want to wear.

through the large, low-reflection visor 
shield. There are even a couple of extra 
SATA comfort options – an air warmer 
and an air humidifier. 
Safety and protection – A precisely 
tailored design gives full coverage of the 
head and neck, while a recommended 
setting means a slight positive pressure 
inside the hood prevents contaminants 
penetrating. A built-in acoustic warning 
activates if the air volume falls below the 
minimum threshold. Depending on the 
quality of the compressed air supply, 
there are two options for air regulation 
units – either the SATA air regulator or the 
SATA air carbon regulator which includes 
an activated charcoal filter. 

Chris Rovere  
– National Specifications Manager

Despite being one of the newest 
members of the nationwide Commercial 
Performance Coatings team, Chris has 
already racked up almost two decades 
of experience within PPG, not to mention 
over 15 years prior to this in collision 
repair shops. Back in the year 2000, 
when Chris was offered the opportunity 
to join PPG as a Technical Demonstrator, 
he saw it as a great chance to utilise 
his skills in a different career direction. 
Since then, he has held roles, including 
Territory Manager, Key Account Manager 
and Commercial Transport Manager, but 
has now stepped into an all new role to 
support customers who use Commercial 
Performance Coatings.

“Initially, I will be busy preparing 
specifications for our larger customers 
and potential new customers. When 
I say specifications, I’m talking about 
detailing the entire coatings process 
from start to finish so each customer 
has exactly what they need to achieve a 
consistent result. I’m also working with 
other PPG business units because many 
customers want access to a whole range 
of product technologies but they are not 
necessarily aware of the broad range 
of coatings which PPG offers. My role is 
also about networking with engineers, 
designers, planners, manufacturers, etc. 
to get the Commercial Performance 
Coatings range approved for upcoming 
projects. Often, it’s simply about 

awareness – PPG has 
put a lot of resources into 
developing market-leading 
product technologies and it’s just 
about ensuring the right people know 
they are there. It’s also about making 
sure Commercial Performance Coatings 
users get the high level of customer 
support we believe they deserve. It’s 
a very interesting role and I think it has 
been a great move for me!”
For details on the Commercial 
Performance Coatings range or to find 
your nearest member of the support 
team or distributor, go to  
www.ppgcpc.com.au 

Convenience – The modular belt unit 
design makes it very adaptable. It houses 
different modules (air regulator and 
optional air warmer or air humidifier) and 
those modules can easily be switched 
from the left to right side to better suit left 
or right handers. There is even a clever 
fold-out support arm integrated into the 
air regulator so you can hook the spray 
hood on without having to disconnect it 
from the belt unit.
The SATA air vision 5000 comes with 
a 12-month warranty and is supported 
by a full range of spare parts. A 
comprehensive range of SATA spray 
equipment is available from your 
approved SATA distributor.
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APPLICATION 
TECHNOLOGY

Suction and gravity fed spray guns 
These are best suited to smaller 
componentry type work. Anything larger 
and they simply do not have the paint 
capacity to be efficient.

Pressure pot
These days, this technology is really best 
suited to slightly larger jobs than suction 
and gravity fed – say, a small chassis 
or something like that. It really does not 
have any advantages over a modern 
diaphragm pump and it requires more 
time to clean.

Diaphragm pump 
If you have not looked at a diaphragm 
pump for a while, you are likely to be 
surprised at how compact they are and 
this is one reason they have become 
very popular. Simplicity is another factor 
– just pop the pump into a tin of paint 
(four-litre, 10 litre, 20 litre, etc.) and it’s 

ready to go. Once a paint tin is empty, it’s 
simply a matter of switching the pump to 
a fresh tin to continue. In basic terms, the 
pump is used to feed the paint material 
to the spray gun where compressed air 
takes over to actually apply it. Multiple 
lines can be run from the same pump 
(some of the larger diaphragm pumps 
can handle six lines) so you can have a 
number of painters apply the product at 
the same time, making it ideal for large 
jobs. Having said that, the versatility of 
the diaphragm pump means it’s suited to 
pretty much any size of job.

Air-less spraying
This is basically an electric pump which 
is used to both feed paint material to the 
spray gun and also apply it. While there is 
no need for compressed air, it does not 
atomise as well as other technologies.

Air assisted air-less spraying 
Like air-less spraying, this technology 
uses an electric pump to feed paint 
material to the spray gun and apply it. 
However, compressed air is then used at 
the spray gun tip to help produce a finer 
atomisation of the paint.

Naturally, all of these technologies 
come in different qualities of unit and at 
different price points. If you are unsure 
about which technology is right for you, 
don’t hesitate to contact a member of the 
Commercial Performance Coatings team.

Opting to use Commercial Performance Coatings products is a great way to boost process productivity and end-finish quality but 
do not forget to choose the correct application technology – it can make a massive difference and it’s one of the biggest mistakes 
seen when visiting customers. Equipment can range from conventional suction and gravity fed spray guns, through to pressure 
pots and diaphragm pumps, as well as air-less spraying and air assisted air-less spraying. Each of them has a ‘sweet spot’ where 
it works best but it’s important to understand their limitations and strengths to ensure you make the best choice.


